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Review of the term 

2022 is now well underway and we already have a great deal to celebrate at the end of this 

third term of the academic year. We are looking forward to our Awards Evening on 14 July, 

when we formally recognise students’ achievements but, before then, our staff are 

committed to “catching students being good” on a daily basis, as well as maintaining high 

expectations in appearance, attitude and academic work. Rewards and sanctions are a 

necessary part of every school but what we are really aiming for at Wilsthorpe is the 

development of intrinsic motivation in our students – the desire to do well for its own sake, 

even when no one is looking, simply because it feels good to give your best. 

Over the past few weeks, we have encouraged every student to craft ‘My Sentence’ – a 

single sentence that sums up who they are when they’re at their best and who they aspire to 

become. This sentence is a statement of the last impression they hope to make on the world. 

It makes school and education – which can feel impersonal or even inaccessible for some – 

far more personalised and connected to individual aspirations. This sentence is a statement 

of long-term ambition, so we always follow it with: ‘Am I better today than I was yesterday?’. 

This question brings home the fact that even the grandest of ambitions start with small steps 

in the right direction. 

Derek Hobbs - Headteacher   
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Success to Celebrate 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Following the success of our inaugural Duke of Edinburgh Award programme, we have been 

delighted to see such a huge uptake in interest for this year's programme. In total, 113 

students are taking part this year, with 86 Year 9 students enrolled on the Bronze Award and 

25 Year 11 students enrolled on the Silver Award (these having completed their Bronze 

Award last year).  

So far this year, students have shown great enthusiasm and commitment towards their 

award, and have already completed essential training in first aid, map skills and navigation as 

part of their expedition preparations. They have also been very busy completing the other 

sections of the award: their volunteering, physical and skill-based activities. As part of these, 

students have raised money for various charities, including the Canaan Trust and Treetops 

Hospice, continued to give their all for local sports teams, and taken part in numerous clubs 

both in and out of school. We have been delighted with the progress all students have made 

across their award programme so far and are excited for the expeditions to come! 

Staff have also been involved in their own training ahead of the expedition weekend. School 

governor and experienced expedition leader Steve Holland led a map skills and navigation 

training session for all staff who will be supporting on the expedition weekend. 

Looking ahead to the rest of the academic year, we have our two expedition weekends in the 

diary: 

Bronze Qualifying/Silver Practice Expedition: Friday 29th April 2022 – Sunday 1st May 

2022 

Silver Qualifying Expedition: Friday 1st July 2022 – Sunday 3rd July 2022 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award at Wilsthorpe School has grown rapidly in the last couple of 

years, and next year, as well as the Bronze and Silver Award, we hope to be running the 

Gold Award for Y12 students too.  

More information is available here: Duke of Edinburgh Leaflet 

Mr Smith and Miss Underwood 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Co-ordinators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs taken from last year’s training and expedition (2020-21) 

https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/10/Duke-of-Edinburgh-Award.pdf
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Excellence in Learning 

Knowledge Organisers 
Memory plays an important role in learning. Students use the store of knowledge in their 

long-term memory to make sense of new ideas and to help with higher order tasks like 

creativity and critical thinking. 

The purpose of a knowledge organiser is to provide students with the ‘core knowledge’ that 

they should commit to memory for each of the subjects that they study. Knowledge 

organisers help students combat the ‘forgetting curve’. Only by revisiting core knowledge 

can we commit it to memory. 

 

How to use a Knowledge Organiser. 

1. Every school day, students should study two sections of their Knowledge Organiser. 

Friday – one section – it is the weekend! 

2. The timetable in the KO tells you which subjects you should be studying on which 

days (it doesn’t matter if that subject has been taught on that day or not - follow the 

timetable in the KO). 

3. The Modern Foreign Language; found on the student timetable should be studied 

each time French or Spanish appears on the Knowledge Organiser timetable. 

4. All students should write into their exercise book to show the work that they have 

done. Each evening Students should start a new page and put the date clearly at the 

top. 

5. Students need to bring their KO and exercise book to school each day. 

6. Parents should tick off student work using the grid in the KO. 

7. Knowledge Organisers will be checked regularly during tutor time and students will 

also be tested during lessons on the content. 

Support and Guidance. 

You can find examples of techniques students can employ when using their knowledge 

organiser using the link below: 

https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/10/Using-the-Knowledge-

Organiser.pdf  

https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/10/Using-the-Knowledge-Organiser.pdf
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/10/Using-the-Knowledge-Organiser.pdf
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Relationships First 

 

Online Safety: 

In December 2020, research by Ofcom suggested that "an increase in screen time has also 

resulted in a significant upward trend in online abuse." Following Safer Internet Day on 8 

February, we wanted to provide some support for you as parents on how to keep your child 

safe online. The NSPCC have produced a number of guides for parents that give useful 

advice about how to do this. They cover a number of areas including: 

• Online games 

• Social media 

• Internet connected devices 

• Livestreaming and online video apps 

• Parental controls 

• Chat apps 

• Content promoting self-harm, suicide and eating disorders 

• Fake news, hoaxes and mis-information 

 

To find out more about how you can support your child in staying safe online visit: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/#guides 

It’s good to talk! 

It is really important to chat with your children on an ongoing basis about staying safe online. 

If you’re not sure where to begin with these chats, these conversation starter suggestions 

can help…. 

Ask your children to tell you about the sites they like to visit and what they enjoy doing 

online. 

What games do you and your friends like to play online? Can you show me the websites you 

visit the most? Shall we play your favourite game online together? 

Ask them about how they stay safe online. 

What tips do they have for you, and where did they learn them? What is OK and not OK to 

share? 

Ask them if they know where to go for help. 

Where can they go to find the safety advice, privacy settings and how to report or block on 

the services they use? 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/#guides
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Think about how you each use the internet. 

What more could you do to use the internet together? Are there activities that you could 

enjoy as a family? 

What to do when you see online abuse or inappropriate content 

It may be that you, or your child, come across something upsetting or concerning online. It is 

important that you feel confident about what to do if you do see something inappropriate 

online, or if your child tells you they’ve seen something. 

If you're worried about something a child or young person may have experienced online, you 

can contact the NSPCC helpline for free support and advice. Call 0808 800 5000 or 

email  help@nspcc.org.uk  If your child needs more support, they can contact Childline on 

0800 1111. 

If you’re worried that your child is being groomed online or sexually exploited you should 

report your concerns to CEOP. You can do this by clicking on the tab circled below on our 

school website: 

 

It is not always easy to spot the signs of online grooming and sexual exploitation so if you 

have any concern at all about someone your child is in contact with, you should always get in 

touch with CEOP. 

You should always report if your child is or has been in contact with someone who is: 

• Chatting online to your child about sex 

• Asking them to do sexual things on webcam 

• Asking to meet up if they’ve only met them online 

• Requesting sexual pictures 

• Forcing them into sexual activity 

• Making them feel unsafe 

If you are concerned that your child is in immediate danger, call 999. 

 

 

 

mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
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Signposting Support 
In order to provide families with additional support, we have produced a guide to signpost 

you and your children to a range of organisations that can offer support in relation to a 

number of issues and concerns.  

Please click on the link to access our ‘Signposting Support’ guide:  

https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/12/Signposting-

Support.pdf  

PSHE – Launch of a new programme for Years 7-13 
Following a detailed review of our current provision, we are excited to be able to share with 

you our new programme for PSHE which will launch in September 2022. PSHE (personal, 

social, health and economic) education is a school curriculum subject through which 

students develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to thrive as individuals, 

family members and members of society. From making responsible decisions about alcohol 

to succeeding in their first job, PSHE education helps students to manage many of the most 

critical opportunities, challenges and responsibilities they will face growing up.  

Our programme of PSHE education contributes to personal development by helping 

students to build their confidence, resilience and self-esteem, and to identify and manage 

risk, make informed choices and understand what influences their decisions. It enables them 

to recognise, accept and shape their identities, to understand and accommodate difference 

and change, to manage emotions and to communicate constructively in a variety of settings. 

Developing an understanding of themselves, empathy and the ability to work with others will 

help students to form and maintain good relationships, develop the essential skills for future 

employability and better enjoy and manage their lives. 

Our new programme is based around 3 key themes; Health and Well Being, Relationships 

and Living in the Wider World. These topics are expressed as areas of core knowledge, 

understanding, language, skills and strategies, and are taught in accordance with students’ 

readiness at the appropriate Key Stage. It is important to recognise that many decisions 

about both health and lifestyle are made in a social context or are influenced by the attitudes, 

values and beliefs of significant others. Our PSHE programme therefore respects and takes 

account of students’ prior learning and experiences. Our programme of study reflects the 

universal needs shared by all children and young people as well as the specific needs of the 

students at Wilsthorpe School. 

Click here to view our new PSHE programme: Wilsthorpe PSHE Overview KS3-5 2022-23 

We always welcome feedback from parents to ensure that we are doing our very best to 

meet the needs of all of our students. If you have any feedback with regard to the new PSHE 

programme, please share your comments via this google survey: 

https://forms.gle/HRftcH3HwiV7qA1u6. 

The survey will close on Monday 28th February. 

 

 

https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/12/Signposting-Support.pdf
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/12/Signposting-Support.pdf
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2022/02/Wilsthorpe-PSHE-Overview-KS3-5-2022-23.pdf
https://forms.gle/HRftcH3HwiV7qA1u6
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Careers and Wider Opportunities 

A Parent's guide to apprenticeships 
What’s an apprenticeship? It is a genuine job, with training, meaning you can earn while 

you learn and gain a nationally recognised qualification. 

What are the benefits?  

• Earning a salary and paid holiday. 

• Excellent progression opportunities, whether looking to study further or climb the 

ranks within the workplace. 

• Apprenticeships are now available up to degree level and beyond. Over 70 national 

universities are currently offering a range of degree apprenticeships. 

What levels are there?  

There are various levels of apprenticeship to apply for depending on current skills and 

qualifications. Apprenticeships have equivalent educational levels: 

 

All apprenticeships include elements of on the job and off the job training leading to industry 

recognised standards or qualifications. Some apprenticeships will require an assessment at 

the end of the programme to assess the apprentice`s ability and competence in their job 

role. 

How do you apply?  

At any one time there are between 12,000 – 20,000 apprenticeship vacancies available 

online in a variety of careers and industries across England. Visit https://www.gov.uk/apply-

apprenticeship.  You can search by keyword (job role, occupation type or apprenticeship 

level) and by location. 

Once the right job comes up, your son or daughter can simply register on the website and 

follow the step-by-step instructions to apply for the role. Our YouTube channel has useful 

hints and tips on applying plus other videos on apprenticeships, visit YouTube and search 

apprenticeships/NAS.  

If they are not quite ready for an apprenticeship or job, they could try a traineeship with a 

local employer to gain valuable work experience and the opportunity to improve their English 

and Maths, if needed. Visit https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship for more information or to 

apply for traineeship opportunities. 

Please use the links below to find further support and information: 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/parent-zone/ 

https://padlet.com/cking209/j4ygi8xvl4314hgx  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/parent-zone/
https://padlet.com/cking209/j4ygi8xvl4314hgx
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Lunchtime and after-school clubs and activities 
Wilsthorpe School is very proud of the diverse range of enrichment opportunities it is able to 

offer students. We recognise the value and importance of sharing interests with others from 

more than just an academic standpoint. This term has seen an increase in the number of 

clubs that are available with a suite of student support sessions such as Mindfulness 

Mondays and Well-Being Drop in (Tuesdays) added. Whatever your child’s interest there 

should be something available to suit them. If your child is unsure about attending a session, 

do your best to encourage them to give it a go! The full list of clubs and activities is available 

here: 

List of Enrichment Activities at Wilsthorpe 

Sixth Form 

This term is the time of the year when 

students submit university applications 

through the University and College 

Admissions Service (UCAS). The vast 

majority of our Sixth Formers have 

completed a UCAS application and are 

receiving exciting offers from a range of 

universities across the country. We are 

really excited for our year 13s and we hope 

to be able to continue to celebrate with 

them as they are reaching the end of their 

journey with us. For those students who 

have not applied to university, or who are applying to apprenticeships as well, we will be 

starting a support package in which they will have regular meetings with both the Head of 

Sixth Form and the careers advisor at the Sixth Form to support their next steps. Year 13 

have also attended their first Nottingham Trent University talk of the year which was focused 

on student finance- it was great to hear first-hand from a student at Nottingham Trent about 

the support available. 

We are also excited to launch UniFrog with 

the Year 12 and Year 13 students this year. 

The Year 12s will use this online platform to 

build their UCAS application towards the 

end of this academic year whilst the Year 

13s will be using it to look for 

apprenticeships and explore further reading 

in preparation for university. UniFrog is a fantastic package that allows the students to 

explore a wide range of options available to them for their post-18 plans.  

Parents can find out about this online package here: https://www.unifrog.org/about   

Lastly, we will soon be beginning the process of building our 2022/23 curriculum for the 

current year 11s who have applied to join us in the Sixth Form. Our record number of 

applicants has been fantastic and we hope to be able to share our curriculum with them all in 

the next term.  

https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2022/02/Enrichment-Activities.pdf
https://www.unifrog.org/about
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Dates for your diary 

• 1 March: Exam Preparation Evening - all Year 11 and Year 13 families invited 

• 8-11 March: Performance of ‘Shrek: The Musical’ 

• 11 March: INSET Training Day across the whole of Two Counties Trust 

• 14 March: Year 11 mock exams begin 

• 21 March: Year 12/13 mock exams begin 

• 29 March: Year 10 parents’ evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the QR Code please click on the following link: QR Code 

School Menus 

• 28 February  - Link to Menu 1 

• 7 March  - Link to Menu 2 

• 14 March  - Link to Menu 3 

• 21 March  - Link to Menu 1 

• 28 March  - Link to Menu 2 

• 4 April  - Link to Menu 3 

https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2022/02/QR.png
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/09/Main-Menu-Week-1.pdf
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/09/Main-Menu-Week-2.pdf
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/09/Main-Menu-Week-3.pdf
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/09/Main-Menu-Week-1.pdf
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/09/Main-Menu-Week-2.pdf
https://www.wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/09/Main-Menu-Week-3.pdf

